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Executive Summary

To help improve the safety of Richmond’s roads and sidewalks for walkers, bicyclists and motorists,
the Richmond Transportation Committee and community volunteers conducted a systematic
evaluation of the walkability in three areas of Richmond during Spring 2022:

e Richmond Village - North
e Round Church Neighborhood
e Jonesville

AARP's Walk Audit Toolkit was used to systematically assess the usage of roads and sidewalks, the
condition of infrastructure, the behavior of drivers and pedestrians, and the locations of crosswalks
and signals, among other factors. The study revealed numerous deficiencies in Richmond’s road
network that challenge drivers and pose major safety risks to pedestrians and cyclists. Overall
findings can be summarized as follows:

e The studied areas are among the most densely populated in Richmond, yet there is generally
insufficient infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists to move safely.

e Where infrastructure exists, it may be deteriorating or lack connectivity.

e For 13 locations in the three larger areas, the committee considered four qualitative ratings:
Great, Acceptable, Mixed, and Poor. Of these locations, only one was rated Great, two were
rated Acceptable, four mixed, and six poor.

Common issues within the studied areas include:

o Sidewalks that are too narrow, steep, and/or deteriorating.

e Confusing intersections and non-intersection crossings.

e Alack of infrastructure (sidewalks, crosswalks, signage, roadway buffers, etc.) for pedestrians
and cyclists.

e Insufficient network connectivity inhibits pedestrian and cyclist movements across town.

o Sidewalk gaps that put pedestrians into the traveled roadways.

e Drivers speeding and running stop signs.

This report provides a set of short- and long-term recommendations for each area. These include:

e Increase signage and striping to effectively delineate existing infrastructure and to notify
drivers of speed limits as well as the presence of pedestrians and cyclists.

e Repair sidewalks to make them safer and more usable for all users.

e Install traffic calming measures.

e Move crossings to safer, more intuitive locations.

e Build connected infrastructure to facilitate the safe movement of pedestrians and cyclists.

e Improve intersections to reduce confusion and enhance safety for drivers, pedestrians, and
cyclists.

Richmond offers a wonderful quality of life to its residents and visitors, with a thriving village business
district, miles of trails, and the scenic Winooski River, among many other attractions. It is the
committee’s hope that improved walking, cycling, and driving infrastructure will help the town
continue to thrive.
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Introduction

In 2019, the Richmond Transportation Committee was created and charged by the Selectboard with
developing a town Transportation Implementation Plan and transportation projects that will make
traveling in Richmond safer and easier for all users.

The 2018 Richmond Town Plan encourages the creation and adaptation of town roads into Complete
Streets-streets designed and operated to enable safe use and support mobility for all users-and the
cultivation of community partnerships to improve the safety and welfare of individuals using Town
roads. Complete Streets also improve the resilience of town transportation systems and support local
economic vitality.

To provide guidance on selecting priority projects for the town Transportation Implementation Plan,
the Richmond Transportation Committee conducted a systematic evaluation of walkability of three
areas of Richmond in Spring 2022:

e Richmond Village - North
e Round Church Neighborhood
e Jonesville

The committee used the well-regarded AARP Walk Audit Toolkit to evaluate the walkability of the areas
in town. With the help of volunteers Walk Audits were conducted in small teams throughout late May
and early June.

The Walk Audits revealed numerous deficiencies in Richmond's road network. Transportation
Committee members and volunteers devised numerous short-term and long-term recommendations
to improve each focus area. This report reviews the Walk Audit observations, recommendations to
issues with the Town-wide system of sidewalks and related safety features.

Using these recommendations, the Richmond Transportation Committee aims to inform the
Richmond Selectboard and the public about safety and accessibility on Richmond's roads, and to
garner support to make Richmond's roads and sidewalks safer for walkers, bicyclists and motorists.

Methods

Richmond Transportation Committee members and about 20 volunteers conducted Walk Audits late
May and early June of 2022 following protocols detailed in the AARP Walk Audit Toolkit. The walk audits
focused on three areas (with a one-half mile radius for each): (1) Richmond Village-North, (2) the Round
Church Neighborhood, and (3) Jonesville.

The Walk Audits were conducted on the following dates and times:

e Saturday, May 21, 2022 at 3 pm - Walk audit of Richmond Village-North

e Sunday, May 22, 2022 at 8 am - Walk audit of Round Church area

e Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 12 pm - Walk audit of Richmond Village-North

e Saturday, May 28, 2022 at 1 pm - Walk audit of Jonesville

e Sunday, May 29, 2022 at 3 pm - Walk audit of Jonesville

e Saturday, June 4, 2022 at 12 pm - Walk audit of Round Church Neighborhood
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Standardized worksheets guided participants in assessing multiple factors that influence the usage of
roads and associated sidewalks, including the road design, the infrastructure condition, the behavior
of drivers and pedestrians, and the location of crosswalks and crossing signals.

Additional observations were also made of vehicular speeds and safety of roadways within the focus
areas outside of the scheduled Walk Audits, as well as areas adjacent to the focus areas. These
observations are also included in this report.
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Map of Richmond Village-North Study Area

Background

The Richmond Village-North area centered on the intersection of Bridge and Main Streets. This is the
primary commercial business area for the town and the most densely populated area in town. The
Richmond Village study area encompassed the Bridge St.-Main St. intersection and a half-mile radius
surrounding this intersection. The area included the Bridge Street corridor between Main Street and
the Winooski River, Tilden/Baker/Millet neighborhood, Railroad Street, Depot Street, East Main Street
from the Bridge St.-Main St. intersection to the Richmond Fire Station, West Main Street from the
Bridge St.-Main St. intersection to the end of the sidewalk, and Jericho Road from the Bridge St.-Main
St. intersection to School Street.
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Findings
Bridge Street Commercial Corridor

The Bridge Street Commercial Corridor is the commercial heart of the town. Major landmarks include
Volunteers Green, the Richmond Town Offices, the Richmond Library, Richmond Market, the
Creamery (a forthcoming medium-sized mixed-use development), and the Masonic Block. The speed
limit on Bridge Street is 25 miles per hour.

Bridge Street Commercial Corridor has a sidewalk on the west side from the bridge north to the
Richmond Market, and then from Depot Street Extension to the Cumberland Farms gas station. The
sidewalk gap between Richmond Market and Depot Street Extension is covered by a crosswalk at-
grade with the vehicle travel lanes. The east side of Bridge Street has a sidewalk from the mid-block
crossing in front of the Big Spruce restaurant north to the Main Street intersection. Bridge Street has
non-intersection crossings in front of the Richmond Town Offices, the Richmond Library, and in the
middle of the Masonic Block.

In this section, volunteers observed a range of issues that
inhibit pedestrian mobility. Sections of sidewalks along Bridge
Street are either too steep or too narrow for wheelchairs and
strollers. The curb cuts at the crosswalk on Bridge Street in
front of the Town Library are not flush with the road. The
sidewalk and roadway in front of the Masonic Block (as
shown in right Figure) and between Railroad Street and
Volunteers Green have many obstructions- including signage,
planters, tables, chairs and bicycles in the sidewalks, and
utility poles in the Bridge Street roadway and/or sidewalks.
Sidewalk and curbing on Bridge Street are degraded. The
midblock placement of the rectangular rapid flashing beacon (RRFB) at the Masonic Block is not
adequately visible to drivers. Signage is inadequate on Bridge Street in front of the Town Center and
at the Railroad Street intersection.

Bridge Street Commercial Corridor

There is no sidewalk on the east side of Bridge Street south of the Big
Spruce restaurant. The Town Offices, the police station, the post office,
and the public library are all located on the east side of the street. People
who live or work on the east side of Bridge Street have to cross the street
twice to gain access to these public services. For children and residents
who are mobility impaired, this presents a challenge.

o
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Parked cars force pedestrians into street Missing Sidewalk next to Richmond Market

The gap in the sidewalk along Bridge Street in front of the Cumberland Farms gas station, as shown
in the above figures creates a dangerous situation for pedestrians. This section is a large curb cut in
which cars enter and exit the gas station, and park between the convenience store and Bridge Street.
This segment has no pedestrian facilities and no clear guidance for pedestrians on how to cross the
curb cut. Bollards and trash cans keep parked vehicles about two feet from the exterior building wall
of the Cumberland Farms building, leaving a distance of about 20 feet to the edge of the roadway.
Parked Vehicles force pedestrians out into the roadway.

In addition, no sidewalks or paths exist along Railroad Street between the Richmond Market and the
residential area on Borden Street. The present condition is a crosswalk on the west side of the
roadway, with portions demarcated with temporary bollards.

East Main St

The East Main Street section within the study area starts from the Main Street-Bridge Street
intersection and ends at Harrington's, a food manufacturing and sales establishment approximately
0.2 miles to the east, and the Richmond Veterinary Hospital on the north side. This section is primarily
residential with a range of dwelling types and has some small-scale businesses. The speed limit on
East Main Street is 30 miles per hour.

This section has asphalt sidewalks on both sides of the street for the most part. The sidewalks on the
south side of the roadway are level with the roadway. The sidewalks on the north side are level with

Richmond Street and Sidewalk Audit Final Report
Richmond Transportation Committee
4/28/2023 7



the roadway, and at some points are above the level of the roadway. The roadway does not have
curbing at this time. The sidewalks on both sides of the roadway end at Harrington's; no non-
intersection pedestrian crossings across the roadway exist currently.

Drainage Issues on East Main St. leads to puddling on sidewalks

The sidewalks are deteriorating (as shown in the above figure), thus rendering them inaccessible to
some users. Speeding issues and drainage issues are also evident and there is a lack of demarcation
between the roadway and the sidewalk. At certain points, the sidewalk looks like a shoulder and is
used by cars to park (as shown in the below figure), thereby obstructing pedestrians.

5

; g i
Sidewalk shoulders used for car parking Rough sidewalk and driveway surface
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Deteriorated sidewalk Car park on the sidewalk

West Main Street

The West Main Street section within the study area starts from the Main Street-Bridge Street
intersection and ends 0.2 miles to the west at the end of the sidewalk (approximately 212 West Main
Street). The eastern end of the section has commercial businesses close to the Jericho Road
intersection and the Our Lady of the Holy Rosary Church, but the majority of the section has
residential, single-family dwellings. The speed limit on West Main Street is 30 miles per hour.
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This section has curbed concrete sidewalks on both the north and south sides of Main St. The north
side of the street has concrete curbs, and the south side of the street has granite curbs. The south
side of the street has a green buffer strip between the roadway and the sidewalk. The north side of
the street lacks a buffer between the roadway and the sidewalk. Volunteers observed the degradation
of the sidewalks, and the lack of tactile pads for certain wider curb cuts.

Bridge Street-Main Street Intersection

The Bridge Street-Main Street intersection is one of three signalized intersections in town and the only
signalized intersection in the Village. Bridge Street (from the south), West Main Street/Route 2
(westbound), East Main Street/Route 2 eastbound), and Jericho Road (from the north) converge at this
intersection. All vehicles turning left must yield to oncoming traffic. The signal does not control
vehicular right turns.

Walk signal for pedestrians

Volunteers observed that the walk signal gives pedestrians a five-second advance before the green
light signal for traffic going straight. However, the intersection lacks a “no right turn” signal for vehicles
when the walk sign is activated. Volunteers also noted the lack of a clear sight line from Bridge Street
northbound to East Main Street eastbound.

Bridge Street northbound
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Baker-Tilden-Millet Residential Neighborhood

The Baker-Tilden-Millet neighborhood primarily has single-family and two-family houses. However,
the neighborhood has two outliers: (1) the Goodwin-Baker Building, a former underwear factory
turned office building, and (2) a 6-unit apartment building near the west end of Tilden Avenue
commonly referred to as “the Beehive,” which was formerly worker housing for the underwear factory.

The roadways in the neighborhood are narrow. The speed limit is 25 miles per hour. Baker Street has
a curbed sidewalk on one side; Tilden Avenue and Millet Street do not have sidewalks.

Volunteers observed the relative safety of the neighborhood for bicyclists and pedestrians because of
the lack of traffic and low speeds. Volunteers also noted that because roads are narrow, the possibility
of installing sidewalks is slim.

Jericho Road to the Schools

This Jericho Road segment begins at the Bridge Street-Main Street intersection and ends at School
Street approximately 0.5 miles north. This entire segment is sloped. The speed limit is 25 miles per
hour. This section has a curbed sidewalk on the west side of the street with a two-foot green buffer
strip between the sidewalk and the roadway.

Volunteers highlighted the excellent quality of the sidewalk. They also recorded vehicle speeds using
a radar gun. The observed average vehicle speed southbound was 29 miles per hour, with a peak of
31 miles per hour. The observed average vehicle speed northbound was 31 miles per hour, with a
peak of 40 miles per hour.
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Jericho Road North of School Street to Valley View Road

This Jericho Road segment begins at School Street and ends at Valley View Road approximately 0.4
miles north. This area is adjacent to and outside of the intended study area, and a couple volunteers
studied this area. This entire segment is sloped. The speed limit is 25 miles per hour from School
Street to Southview Drive, and 35 miles per hour from Southview Drive to Valley View Road. The
vehicle travel lanes are 11-12 feet. This segment does not have a sidewalk or a paved shoulder. The
shoulders in general in this location are narrow, as shown in Figure 6. The roadway has no fog lines,
bike lanes or sharrows.

Measurements showed that most vehicles were traveling above the posted speed limit. The average
speed of the observed traffic traveling northbound and southbound was 39 miles per hour. The
maximum speed measured of the observed traffic traveling northbound was 54 miles per hour and
the maximum speed measured of the observed traffic traveling southbound was 55 miles per hour.

Issues in Richmond Village-North

The following issues within the Richmond Village-North area were identified:
Connectivity Gaps

Obstructions

Speed

Deteriorated and/or inadequate facilities

Obstructed sight lines

Inadequate notification of pedestrian crossings to vehicles
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Richmond Village - North Recommendations

Location Short-Term Long-Term Recommendations
Recommendations

Bridge St e Make clearer delineations Modify curb cuts - Level curb cuts

Commercial between the vehicle travel flush with the surface of the

Corridor portion and the sidewalks - vehicle travel portion of the

Delineations are needed in
areas where no sidewalk is
visibly present, including
along Bridge Street between
the entrance of Volunteers
Green and the bridge, and in
front of the Cumberland
Farms gas station.
Delineations can be in the
form of paint-for crosswalks,
fog lines, or boxes-or
something more substantially
physical-like bollards or jersey
barriers.

e Education - Business owners
should be reminded to
maintain a minimum five-foot
path clear of obstructions on
the sidewalk.

e Pop-up pilot projects - The
Town could organize a pop-up
project using paint to show
how facility improvements
could improve pedestrian,
bicycle and vehicle safety if
installed, similar to a project
organized by the town and
Local Motion in June 2017.

e Placemaking - Benches could
be installed along Bridge
Street corridor to improve
walkability and placemaking.

roadway to improve the
accessibility of crossings.
Mountable curbs or curb
extensions would shorten
crossings, improve the visibility of
pedestrians to drivers, and force
drivers to drive slower under the
illusion that the travel lane is
narrower.

Repair and maintenance of
existing sidewalks

Implement the recommendations
of the Bridge Street Complete
Streets Corridor Study and
Richmond Sidewalk Scoping
Study, including buildout of
adequate bicycle and pedestrian
facilities with signage and
recommended crossings

Plan and build of pedestrian
sidewalks on Railroad Street -
Adding adequate pedestrian
facilities to connect Bridge Street
to the future location of the
Richmond Market at the western
end of Railroad Street would
improve the walkability of the
area.

Install traffic calming measures to
slow vehicle speeds.
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Location Short-Term Long-Term
Bridge Street-Main | « Install or move signage reminding e Modify curb cuts - Level
Street Intersection drivers of crossing pedestrians - This curb cuts flush with the

includes placing pedestrian crossing
signs along Bridge Street that are
within the line of sight of drivers,
“Right turn yield to pedestrians” signs
at the Bridge Street and Main Street
intersection, and a “No Right Turn”
signal when the walk sign is on to
drivers going northbound on Bridge
Street at the Bridge Street-Main
Street intersection.

surface of the vehicle travel
portion of the roadway to
improve the accessibility of
crossings. Mountable curbs
or curb extensions would
shorten crossings, improve
the visibility of pedestrians
to drivers, and force drivers
to drive slower under the
illusion that the travel lane
is narrower.

Shift the crossing signal at
the Bridge Street and Main
Street  intersection  to
improve the sight lines of
cars turning from Bridge
Street east onto Main
Street.

Baker-Tilden-Millet

Traffic Calming - Initiate the Traffic

Install traffic calming

Residential Calming Policy process for the Baker- measures to slow vehicle
Neighborhood Tilden-Millet Residential speeds.
Neighborhood.

East Main Street e Repair and maintain
existing sidewalks, and add
curbing to north and south
sidewalks. Enforce no
parking along roadway,
during all times of year, not
just winter

West Main Street e Repair and maintain
existing sidewalks.

Jericho Road from o Install traffic calming

School Street to measures to slow vehicle

Valley View Road speeds
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Conclusions
Walkability ratings for this section (e.g., “Great”, “Acceptable”, “Mixed", or “Poor”):

e Bridge Street Commercial Corridor - Mixed

e East Main Street - Mixed

e West Main Street - Acceptable

e Bridge Street-Main Street Intersection - Poor

o Baker-Tilden-Millet Residential Neighborhood - Acceptable
e Jericho Road to the Schools - Great

e Jericho Road from School Street to Valley View Road - Poor
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Round Church Neighborhood

Bc ad‘“-:a'\\‘%g‘
9

v Google Far

Map of Round Church Nihborhood study area

Background

The Round Church is situated southeast of the Bridge Street bridge, and northeast of the Bridge
Street-Huntington Road-Thompson Road-Cochran Road intersection. The church was builtin 1812-13.
Originally intended to be a town meeting hall and place of worship, the Round Church is now a tourist
attraction, and serves as a venue for weddings and community events.

The Round Church Neighborhood study area includes a half-mile radius of the Round Church. Notable
landmarks are the Round Church Corners commercial area (Stone Corral Brewery, Mann & Machine,
Long Trail Physical Therapy, among other businesses), Little Tots Academy-a day care center-Sterling
House-an assisted living facility-and Richmond Terrace-an income-restricted senior housing
development. Residential neighborhoods are also in the study area. Through much of the year, many
bicyclists, and walkers park on Round Church Road, and on the green below the Round Church, as
their starting point for recreation.
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Findings - Round Church Neighborhood

Bridge Street from the bridge south to Huntington Road Intersection has relatively narrow travel lanes
and a sidewalk along the west side of the roadway. The road has some streetlights but not enough to
provide a continuously lighted sidewalk. The quality of the sidewalk is deteriorating in several
locations. There is no buffer between the travel lane and the sidewalk.

Below-grade storm drain & poor road quality present challenging for bikes

A crosswalk across Bridge Street leads pedestrians to the Round Church. The west end of this
crosswalk is located in the middle of a curb cut (i.e., a driveway); sediment washes off the road and
into this curb cut. The east side of the crosswalk has no pedestrian landing and leads directly to a
boulder. No speed limit signs are posted on this segment of Bridge Street.

Bridge Street-Huntington Road-Cochran Road-Thompson Road Intersection

The Bridge Street-Huntington Road intersection is a near-perpendicular intersection of four roads:(1)
Bridge Street, (2) Huntington Road, (3) Thompson Road, and (4) Cochran Road. Currently, the
intersection has stop signs on Thompson Road and Cochran Road, giving the impression that Bridge
Street and Huntington Road are contiguous. The vast majority of motor vehicles moving through this
intersection are connecting between Bridge St. and Huntington Rd. Bridge Street has a sidewalk along
the western side of the road that wraps around onto Huntington Road for a short section on the north
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side. The intersection only has a single crosswalk across Huntington Road. The roadways at this
intersection do not have bicycle lanes or any indication for bicycle users.

Drivers were observed using left-turn signals when driving straight from Bridge Street to Thompson
Road, and some drivers get stalled at the stop signs at Thompson Road and Cochran Road unsure
when they can drive. Some drivers appear to be confused about how to drive through the intersection.
Drivers were observed not stopping for pedestrians at the crosswalk at this complicated intersection.

Vehicles move quickly through the intersection from Bridge Street to Huntington Road, and vice versa.
In addition, drivers were observed driving through the stop sign from Cochran Road onto Bridge Street
without stopping. Drivers were also observed not stopping for pedestrians at the crosswalk on
Huntington Road.

Cochran Road

Cochran Road is a major east-west thoroughfare for the town, connecting the Round Church area to
Jonesville. Along Cochran Road are numerous residences, the Greystone residential neighborhood,
the Cochran Road Ski Area, and several areas to access the Winooski River. The road is actively used
by drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians. The roadway is a narrow two-lane road with little to no
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shoulders. A speed detection sign is within the study area,
oriented towards drivers approaching the Huntington Road-
Bridge Street- Thompson Road intersection.

Thompson Road

Thompson Road is primarily a residential side street but has
the Little Tots Daycare (at the corner of Thompson Road and
Farr Road), Richmond Terrace senior housing, and the town
highway garage (at the end of the road). Thompson Road lacks
sidewalks and there are no signs warning drivers of bicyclists
and pedestrians using the vehicle travel portion of the road.

Huntington Road

Huntington Road is an arterial road, connecting the town to
Huntington and to other arterials leading to Hinesburg and
Williston. Within the study area, Huntington Road has a short
sidewalk connecting the Huntington Road-Bridge Street
intersection to the Round Church Corners commercial area.
The road has a crosswalk from the sidewalk on the north side of Huntington Road to the parking lot
in front of the Round Church Corners commercial area. No pedestrian facility exists at the intersection
of Huntington Road and Farr Road. There is a steep slope from the raised sidewalk to the street-level
crossing. There are no streetlights.

Issues in Round Church Neighborhood

* Huntington Road/Bridge Street/Cochran Road/Thompson Road intersection: Non-local drivers are
unable to understand how to navigate through the intersection. In addition there are speeding
issues, a lack of crosswalks, crosswalk landings, and stop signs which makes the intersection
dangerous for pedestrians, bicyclists, and drivers.

o Inadequate sidewalks and pedestrian facilities: Cochran Road, Thompson Road, and most of
Huntington Road have no sidewalks. This inhibits pedestrians from safely walking on any of the
roads and accessing trailheads along Cochran Road and Huntington Road. On Thompson Road,
the lack of a sidewalk is detrimental to residents there and may be a barrier to access of the
daycare and residents of Richmond Terrace. The existing pedestrian facilities are deteriorating
and have accessibility gaps.

e Lack of bicycle facility markers: None of the roadways in the study area has paint or markings to
inform drivers of bicyclists on the road.

e Poor placement and design of pedestrian crossings: The pedestrian crossings at non-intersection
locations have accessibility issues for pedestrians, and visibility issues for drivers. The crosswalk
across Huntington Road at the Huntington Road/Bridge Street/Thompson Road intersection is
long, and motorists are not given sufficient warning of possible pedestrians in the roadway for
drivers turning from Bridge Street to Huntington Road. Safety issues are common there.

o Lack of buffer strip between sidewalks and travel lanes: The lack of separation between the
sidewalk and the travel lane makes pedestrians feel less safe on the sidewalk.

o High traffic volumes with a significant number of motor vehicles speeding.

e Inadequate and non-existent street lighting.
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Round Church Neighborhood Recommendations

Location Short-Term Recommendations | Long-Term Recommendations
Bridge St e Install speed limit signs. o Create adequate buffers between
e Maintain and upgrade existing the sidewalk and the roadway.
sidewalks and streetlights.
Bridge o Add additional crossings - Add e Install controls to the Bridge Street-
Street- crosswalks to the Bridge Street- Huntington Road Intersection - This
Huntington Huntington Road intersection. could involve implementing one of
Road the recommendations in the
Intersection Bridge Street Corridor Scoping
Study (2021).
Cochran e Add additional crossings - Add e Install pedestrian facilities.
Road crosswalks to Cochran Road at e Install streetlights.
the entrance to the River e Implement recommendations from
Trail/Preston Preserve. the 2022 Bike-Walk-Pedestrian
e Install RRFB indicators at the Plan.
non-intersection pedestrian
crossings.
e Install speed limit signs.
e Implement recommendations
from the 2022 Bike-Walk-
Pedestrian Plan.
Thompson . e Install a sidewalk.
Road
Huntington o o Create adequate buffers between
Road the sidewalk and the roadway.

e Install pedestrian sidewalk on the
south side and extend the sidewalk
on the north side.

e Install streetlights.

Conclusions

Walkability ratings for this section (“Great”, “Acceptable”, “Mixed”, or “Poor"):
Bridge Street - Mixed

Bridge Street-Huntington Road-Cochran Road-Thompson Road intersection - Poor

Cochran Road - Poor

Thompson Road - Poor

Huntington Road - Mixed

20
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Jonesyville

Map of Jonesville study area

Background

Jonesville is a part of Richmond located east of Richmond Village near the Bolton town line. Jonesville
has a post office and a handful of shops and businesses, but the area is primarily residential.

The study area was a half-mile radius from the Jonesville Post Office. The area included US Route 2,
the eastern end of Cochran Road, and lower parts of Wes White Hill Road.

Richmond Street and Sidewalk Audit Final Report
Richmond Transportation Committee
4/28/2023 21



Findings
US Route 2

US Route 2 within the study area is a two-lane state road with narrow shoulders. The speed limit is 40
miles per hour. The road has neither bicycle nor pedestrian facilities. The roadway lacks signage or
markings indicating to drivers of bicycle and pedestrian users. US Route 2 has no pedestrian
crossings.

Cochran Road

Cochran Road within this study area is a two-lane road with narrow to no shoulders and includes the
bridges over the Winooski River and Huntington River. Only the centerlines are striped on this
roadway. The roadway does not have bicycle or pedestrian facilities.

Cochran Road, and the roads stemming from it-Duxbury Road, Wes White Hill Road, and Dugway
Road-are used by walkers, runners, bicyclists, and those looking to access the Huntington and
Winooski Rivers.
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Wes White Hill Road

The lower section of Wes White Hill Road is a two-lane road within the study area. The road has no
striping, and no indication of a centerline or shoulders. The speed limit is 35 miles per hour.

With the slope and turns in the road, the segments of Wes White Hill Road in the study area have poor
sight distances.

Issues in Jonesville

* No bicycle and pedestrian facilities: This includes no sidewalks, and also no striping or markings
on the road indicating shared usage to drivers.

e Speeding

e Inadequate sight distances
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Jonesville Recommendations

Location Short-Term Recommendations | Long-Term Recommendations
US Route 2 e Install a crosswalk and warning | e Reduce speed limits
signs on US Route 2 in front of the
Jonesville Post Office and at the US
Route 2 and Stage Road
intersection.
Cochran e Paint Cochran Road with fog lines, | ¢ Install traffic calming elements to
Road centerlines, and a bicycle and Cochran Road, per the
pedestrian lane on both sides of recommendations in the Walk, Bike,
the road. and Trails Plan (2022)
Wes White e Reduce speed limits
Hill Rd
Conclusions

The Walkability rating for this area is poor.
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Appendix A

AARP Bridge St Sidewalks, Streets, and Crossings Audit Worksheet
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